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Interdisciplinary Seminar: “Working with/on Social Practices (996003)” 
 
 

The seminar seeks to provide an improved and deepened understanding of the approaches 
subsumed under the label praxeology. Hence, the overall aim of the seminar is to put into 
perspective the approach from a sociological as well as from a historical point of view. Is the 
praxis approach, as its proponents claim, pulling the rug out from under the feet of the so-
called mainstream theories, or are its opponents right by arguing that the approach has indeed 
nothing new to offer? By taking up these questions, the practice approach is to be scrutinized 
in respect to its theoretical contribution to sociology and history, its scientific expediency and 
its conceptual presuppositions as well as its application, for instance, to the social practice of 
boxing. Taking off with an overview and introduction into praxeological theory, we thereafter 
come to speak of the role of the body, the role of language and the epistemological and 
theoretical foundations. Although drawing on some discussions and lines of thoughts from the 
last semester, everybody is still very welcome to join. 
 

Theory introduction: practice and cultural theory 17.10.12 
Reckwitz, Andreas (2006): Aktuelle Tendenzen der Kulturtheorien. In:  Die 
Transformation der Kulturtheorien. Zur Entwicklung eines Theorieprogramms. 
Weilerswist. S. 705–728. 

Introduction II: questioning practice theory / sport & practice 31.10.12 
Bongaerts, Gregor (2007): Soziale Praxis und Verhalten. Überlegungen zum Practice 
Turn in Social Theory. In: Zeitschrift für Soziologie 36 (4). S. 246–260.  
Brümmer, Kristina (2010): Action and practice. Approaching concepts of sport 
science from a praxeological perspective. In: Sport und Gesellschaft 7 (3). S. 191–212.

Case study: The social practice of boxing 14.11.12 
Wacquant, Loïc (1992): The Social Logic of Boxing in Black Chicago: Toward a 
Sociology of Pugilism. In: Sociology of Sport Journal (9). S. 221–254. 

The role of the body and work 28.11.12 
Böhle & Porschen (2011): Körperwissen und leibliche Erkenntnis. In: Keller & 
Meuser (Hrsg.): Körperwissen. Wiesbaden. S. 53–67.  
Welskopp, Thomas (2012): Sons of Vulcan. Industrial Relations and Attitudes towards 
Work among German and American Iron and Steel Workers in the 20th Century. 

Language and practice 12.12.12 
Welskopp, Thomas (2005): Sprache und Kommunikation in praxistheoretischen 
Geschichtsansätzen. 

ANT and epistemological questions 09.01.13 
Latour, Bruno (2005): Third Source of Uncertainty: Objects too Have Agency. In: 
Reassembling the Social. S. 63–82. 
Luhmann, Niklas (2002): Deconstruction as Second-Order Observing. In: Theories of 

Distinction. ed. William Rasch. S. 94–112. 

Theoretical reflections and résumé 23.01.13 
Fuchs & Marshall (1998): Across the Great (and Small) Divides. In: Soziale Systeme 
4. H1. S. 5–31. Stuttgart: Lucius & Lucius. 

 


